
Shrewsbury Commission on Disabilities  
Minutes, June 10, 2003 
 
Chairman John Harris called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM at 
Town Hall. In attendance with Mr. Harris were Gail 
Sokolowski, Joe Bellil, Jerry Berrier, and Emily Gerber  
 
Mr. Bellil moved, and Ms. Sokolowski seconded a motion to approve the 
Minutes from our May meeting.  
The motion passed.  
 
Liaison Report: Mr. Harris reported for Mr. Morgado who was out of town. 
Mr. Harris said Mr. Morgado has a list of names to consider to replace Mr. 
Bellil, however Mr. Morgado advised MR. Harris that he plans to 
advertise the position and solicit additional candidates. 
 
Election of officers 
The outcome of our election was as follows: 
Gail Sokolowski; Chairperson 
Jerry Berrier; Vice chairperson 
John Harris; Secretary 
Emily Gerber; Web and phone line coordinator 
The new terms of office will begin at the conclusion of this meeting. 
 
We agreed not to hold a July meeting. 
Mrs. Sokolowski will make the necessary arrangements to cancel the meeting. 
 
Mr. Bellil reported that he has provided basic training on the new TTY recently 
purchased by the Disability Commission for Mr. Morgado's office. The TTY is set 
up and ready for use.  
 
Mr. Bellil reported that someone from the Metro West Independent Living Center 
has informed him that newly installed curb cuts near Reservoir and Prospect 
streets are in violation of access specifications, as they appear to be quite 
steep. Mr. Bellil did a visual inspection and concurs.  Mrs. Sokolowski will 
bring the matter to Mr. Morgado's attention.  
 
Mr. Bellil said he plans to send a personal letter to Trader Joe's complaining 
of inaccessible aisles in the store.  
 
Mrs. Sokolowski asked that we put together a contacts list for Disability 
Commission members' use in fielding phone calls.  
 
Mr. Harris reported that the Candy Cafe has requested a 
hearing subsequent to the AAB's refusal to grant a variance 
related to the store's entrance. A hearing is scheduled for June 
16. Mr. Bellil pointed out that we should have been informed 
and should have responded at the time when the variance was 
requested. He and Mr. Harris will visit the store on June 20 to 
do a visual inspection of the entrance.  
 
Mrs. Sokolowski will find out whether brochures are still being given out to 
newly licensed businesses in Shrewsbury.  
 
Mr. Bellil plans to file an AAB complaint regarding lack of handicapped parking 
spaces near the Shrewsbury Fitness Center.  
 



Mr. Berrier agreed to send an e-mail to Townisp complaining that a change they 
made during their recent maintenance session transparently affected the 
transmission of emails from townisp accounts when external resources such as 
Yahoo are being used.  
 
Historical Society Brick Schoolhouse: We discussed the 
apparent lack of progress and all agreed that the building should 
no longer be used for public events until the access issues can be 
resolved. Mrs. Sokolowski will draft a letter to Mr. Morgado 
stating the disability commission's belief that the facility should be closed to 
public events until the access ramp can be installed.  
Mr. Berrier moved and Mr. Bellil seconded a motion to have Mrs. Sokolowski write 
the letter.  The motion passed.  
 
Grievance Procedure: Mrs. Sokolowski will make two significant changes. She will 
change the 60-day time limit to 30, based on our discussion, and she will remove 
the paragraph suggesting that the complainant take photographs. 
 
Mrs. Sokolowski reported that Bob Cole Construction has 
volunteered to care for access issues at the bandstand at Dean 
Park. The ramp has been designed by Nault Architects and now must 
be approved by the Conservation Commission. She showed a preliminary 
drawing to us.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:42 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jerry Berrier, Secretary 


